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Early American Psalmody Series 


Warwick Palfray (1770-1843) was a resident of Salem, Massachusetts 
when he published The Evangelical Psalmodist in 1802. He would later 
publish two additional tune books. At the time this book was published, 
Warwick led a choir at the Congregational Church in Salem. In 1808 he 
joined a Baptist Church where he was elected deacon. 


A notice in the book reads, “The Author of the following musical compo- 
sitions was led to the study of music more from inclination, than educa- 
tion. But having been often called to instruct in schools, and with some 
success, he was induced to add parts, and to correct such compositions as 
fell into his hands, in order to accommodate them to his own instructions. 
Being obligated to use measures not ordinarily found in psalm books, he 
ventured upon original composition; and, having satisfaction, at the 
request of his friends he has ventured to offer the following compositions 
to the public. He hopes they will be prove as acceptable from the press, as 
they have been to his friends in the performance, and — submits 
them to the public judgment.” 


Perhaps the best known of Palfray’s music today is found in this book on 
pages 68 and following. The work was named: AN ANTHEM FROM 
SUNDRY SCRIPTURES by Palfray, but is known today by the first two 
phrases of the lyrics: BLESS THE LORD, O MY SOUL. The appendix 
contains five psalm tunes from Springfield Harmony. 
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